ACCEPTANCE SPEECH GIVEN BY MR. EDDY ABAKPORO
WOPC NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT ON JULY 25, 2009
CLEVELAND, OHIO. USA

My Fellow Nde Owerri

I amv greatly privileged to-be given the opportunity this afternoon to-
speak to- yow. Today should be an occasion for us to-reflect on those
qualities that hove made us who-we awve. It i withy deep humility
and profound sense of appreciation of the oneness task ahead in our
bid to-bring all Qwerri people invthe Diaspora into- o fraternal fold,
that I accept my election as the president of the World Owerri Peoples
Congress. From the bottom of my heowt, I thank yow, and I am
grateful for eanrning youwr trust. It is said that without faith nothing
iy possible, witiv it nothing iy impossible. To-those of yow who-voted for
us, it wasy o act of faithy; to- us it is a transitiov in faithv. We cowv
assure ol that we shall not betray the trust and confidence reposed
v us.

Before I proceed; I muust not fail to-thank o behalf of our members;
the out-going president, Chief Chwis Nwaneri. I must also-extend my
gratitude to-all the pioneer members of WOPC who-awe still heve
today, whose tireless efforty made it possible for us to-be heve today as
membery of this great association. Yow awe all patvioty and your
vistonawy ideas would always remain indelible inv owr minds.

I hawve always believed that excellent public service is next to-
Godliness; and good stewawrdship should be of higher value: One
bosic thing that should guide us is the fear of God and the
commitment to-do-owr best. I awn filled with hope that our
stewardship beging withy av sense of enhanced perception of the
responsibilities of our offices. I strongly believe that it is rational
argument, vigorous debate of issues;, and understanding that
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Together withv my fellow executive members, we have taken these
leadership positions to- serve WOPC and, to- serve her members. We
assure yow that we will be foir, honest, and respect every opiniov.

After nine yeaws of o drugged moribund and fitful sleep, WOPC
needs o strong, creative, innovative, and actiow-packed leadership
that is dynaumic, visionawy, purposeful; issue, and goal oriented. My
brothers and sisters, this new executive under my leadership must

wear the coat of truth, honesty, integrity, and decency while
paddling WOPC and Nde Owerri to-progress and real development.

We must remind ourselves that Nde Owerri, both here and at home;,
expect move from us thauwv cries of indignation, denial; deferse;
and/or attack. The challenge is too-urgent, and the stakes too- high.
We must light the candle that can guide Owerri to- av safe and sane
futwre. It has been said that “if we open av quarrel between the
pr%entamd/th@pa/st wwﬂmﬂ/b@mdaﬂg@r oflosw\g/th@ﬁm,we/” We

The trutiv is that WOPC cawnv no-longer afford the luwwry of crowling
whew it canv be made to-run. It caonnot continue to- disillusion and
dissipate the bubbling energy of ity members. Rather, WOPC should
explore and capitoalige on owr collective energies for resudts. WOPC
camnot afford, chase away, reject or disenfranchise ity members;
rather it should unify and magnify collective efforts.

At nine years, WOPC has passed the proverbial “teething” age, and
we all need to-pull together and transform WOPC to-the “growthvand
development” age. The time has come for WOPC to-become a beaco
of unity. We should be preaching the value of peace and oneness;
and love for ouwr faomilies.



Owr first consideratiov is to-be true to- ouwr oww covwictions, and
conscience. Our conscience tells us clearly and certainly that it is
owr duty, not merely to- maintain WOPC tranquility, but to- use every
meaningful apparatus available to-insure it. I comv assure yow that
we; your elected stewowrds awe ready to- shepherd WOPC withv great
cave and passion. We, your stewawds pledge fidelity to-the WOPC
constitution. We will work tivelessly to-develop a renewed faithv inv
owr members, their faomilies and the brotherhood of our collective
interest and manifest destiny.

How we choawt that destinyy wil define how owr history as apeople is
written. It iy no- more avtheovetical ov awv idealistic questiov.
Frankly, it has become a practical issue that requires urgent but
reasonable response. We must live by owr forefathers mantraw - “Igwe
wwIke”. (Unity is strength) We muust remain united and speak withv
one voice bothv in deed and iv spirit. We shawe withv yow the general
premise that the best form of awn associatiow iy one that is well-
governed, one inv which everyone iy capable of fulfilling his ov her
responsibilities; owv association in whichy all individuals ave
acquainted withveach other, so-that neither vice nor the modesty of
virtue conv escape our notice and judgment.

While we must keep our guard, we must continue to-work together to-
eliminate tension and mistrust. We realize that as stewards, we are
given av broad resporusibility to-lead, but we canmnot successfully lead
without your support and covnsent. Only the understanding and
irwolvement of the members thwrough full and open debate couv help
us owoid serious mistakes and assure the continued dignity, unity,
and existence of our association. Ouwr collective moval compass
should point to-equality and unity of purbose.



GOALS:
Owr goals for the next three years of this administration are:

1. Moving WOPC forward inv v positive divection and in the process
create o vibrant organigation.

2. Bringing greater travvsparency and accountability in the affairy
of WOPC

3. Operating the WOPC covutitution to-the fullest extent and
implement the benefity arising from it.

4. Expanding the membership of the WOPC by assisting and
encouwraging the creatiow of more local and international chapters.

5. Fund-raising for the WOPC as awv indispersable and integral pawt
of buillding av stronger and more focused organigation.

6. Working with front-line Owerri leaders bothv at home and inv the
Diasporav inv v collaborative way in ensuring that the interesty of
Nde Owerri are sought and defended vigorously.

7. Covysciously raising the profile of the WOPC and Nde Owerri as av
force for good that must be respected by even her adversaries. We
must be proactive and issues oriented, as well as; scan the relevant
evwironuwment for politico-socio-economic thweaty to-Nde Owerri
before they arise or mature.

8. Paying attention to-the welfowe of our members wherever they may
be, and pursue, and/or defend their legitimate interesty

9. Addressing the welfawe of our children, and matters of continuity
withyowr childrver given the generational gap, by captivating their
interest inv our culture and the things we do-

10. Raising the profile of WOPC womenv .



The challenges that lie ahead moy be seemv hawd, but withv your
support, we will make it to-the finish line. Every personw gathered at
this corwention nmust howe o centripetal force that pulls him ov her
to- Owerri land. Together we coumv make av big difference for ouwnr
beloved father land.

We wil ruwv awnv openv and grassrooty administration that recogniges
and respecty every WOPC foumily. Operwness must replace secrecy,
huwmility must replace high-handedmness, and delegation cum
collective effort will dislodge monopoly. We will at all times uphold
the truth; travuparency and decency. We will submit ourselves to-
your scrutiny at all times, and will own up anything that goes
wrong under owr watch. We opt and pledge ideologies that will be
bosed o readistic vision, urgency of purpose; speed of action
cuwrrency of contacts, dynamism of result, and sustainability of
outcome.

We extend our hands inv friendship and fellowship to-all of yow. We
will be consulting withy mawvy of yow for ideas onv how we cauv move
WOPC forwawrd. The road ahead may be turbulent, but withy av cleawr
vision, energy, and united effort from all of us, we shouwld reach our
destination and achieve owr goal. Every Owerri persov i now move
thaw ever challenged, to- step up and contribute to-the development
ond survival of WOPC. Nde Owerri, these owe difficdt and

challenging tumes.

We cavmnot afford to-procrastinate, agonige; ov to-wait for that
proverbial “monna from heawven”. The evaw of sitting in our homes
and looking thwough the glass doors and glass windowsy ts over. Just
as the leadership iy going to-be challenged, every Owerri maww or
womauwv is today challenged so-that we could collectively develop av
“Mawshall Plawn” for Owerri. We elicit the best in ourselves whew
actively bringing out the best in those around us. I o consoled by
the fact that in this association, one finds devoted men and women
who-will rise up to-the challenge, and do-that which is right, and to-
overcome that which has to-be overcome:.
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We solemunly reiterate, remew, reinforce and reconfirm owr
wrevocable commitment to-owr goals, and agenda. We hawe murch
work to-do-and it will take time. We sincerely urge yow to-respect,
support and encowrage the leadership. The tasks may be
overwhelming; but with the enthusiasm, unflagging support and
loyalty among owr members, we shall overcome. We offer our hands
of fellowship to-all of you, and we do- so-invtotal sincerity.

While we moyy not hawve the patience of o Archbishop, or the Wisdom
of Solomon; we shall be calling and visiting all of yow for
suggestions, advice, and logistic support. Ay comunitted membery
and stakeholders in WOPC, we all need to- make the best choices and
seige opportunities that will enhance owr lives, and owr great
organigalion.

Fellow members of WOPC, the past belongs to- history, the futuwre to-
owr children, but the present is to-us what clay is to-potters. It iy our
duty therefore, to-bequeativto-the future o worthy legacy, so-that
history may say of us; we achieved owr goals;, and we made owr
mawk and kept the faitiv.

Leadership is about being reasonable and responsible. Pouwt of being
a leader iy being honest and trustworthy. The whole essence of
leadership is to-leave things better thaww yow met themy and the only
valid test of leadership is the ability to-lead and lead vigorously
and responsibly.

We should remember with gratitude the past, live with passion the
present, and look forwawrd withv confidence to-the future. Exerting
one’y self invanv honest dirvectiow iy bound to-bring good results. With
that frame of mind, we are ready to-shepherd this great association
with the utmost care and passion, without any malice, partiality, or
polarigatiov.

Withv your support and help, these aspirations will not be pious hopes
and vague promises. We believe that we conv count ovw your support.
United we stond, divided we fall. Thank yow and God bless us all.

tddy tberegbuwlam Abakporo, WOPC President 6



