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1. We, members of the World Owerri Peoples Congress (WOPC), convened in Houston, Texas for the 10th annual global convention from the 23rd to 24th of July 2010 under the theme “WOPC: A New Decade of Renewed Commitment, Unity and Excellence”.
2. We thank the Sugarland Chapter of the World Owerri Peoples’ Congress and her able leaders, Mr. Kenneth Ekechi and Chief Emmanuel Nzeocha for hosting Nde~Owerre and their friends in the most generous way. Brothers, Thank You. 
3. WOPC is appreciative of the outstanding contributions of Mrs. Philomena Ekechi and Lolo Mrs. Rose Nzeocha, Mrs. Blessing Uchegbu, and Dr. Joan Agumanu and the entire women’s wing of the Sugarland Chapter who labored endlessly to guarantee our total and collective happiness. We will be remiss if we did not on the same token acknowledge the superb contributions of the entire members of the Sugarland Chapter whose simple unnoticed acts, no doubt contributed to the overall success of the 2010 convention. By your actions, you entered our hearts and we want you to know that a grateful WOPC is now in your debt.
4. WOPC thanks Mr. Chiekezi Ekechi, the Convention Planning Committee Chairman, and his wife, Mrs. Oby Ekechi for their work, time, effort and sacrifices in ensuring a smooth and successful convention. We bear witness to Mr. Chiekezi’s commitment and selfless devotion to the cause of Nde~Owerre. Mr. Chiekezi without a doubt was the single most indispensible component of the 2010 WOPC Convention. No one would quickly forget his relentless dissemination of convention information and his absolute mastery of mission critical arrangements. Mr. Chiekezi’s energy and love for his people is infectious and unbounded and it showed. All of us are encouraged by his vibrant energy and relentless pursuit of perfection. WOPC is well on its way to fulfilling its core missions with people like Mr. Chiekezi by her side. Brother, for all that you did and will continue to do for all of us in the years ahead; Bravo! 
5. The Congress wishes to acknowledge the contributions of Mr. George Onyeaghala of the Sugarland Chapter. Mr. Onyeaghala was the one gentleman who at every turn was busy doing something while others were milling around, congregating and having a good time. George did not care about his own personal comfort. He cared only about ours. George worked his tails off to make sure that we were happy and we were, and on behalf of a grateful Congress, we acknowledge and recognize his contributions. George, you made all of us proud and we know that you will continue to help us build up the WOPC as a veritable instrument for good that we all desire it to be.
6. It is with a deep sense of pride and joy that the WOPC acknowledges the unrivaled contributions of her Financial Secretary, Mr. Kingsley O. Uchegbu Sams, who incidentally is also the General Manager of the Sheraton Brook hollow hotel, the venue of the 2010 WOPC Convention. Mr. Uchegbu Sams brought all the leverage he can muster to our disposal; from negotiating cheap hotel room rate to foods and other incidentals for WOPC. Without a doubt, WOPC saved thousands of dollars on account of Mr. Uchegbu Sams’ guidance and help. We acknowledge that his physical efforts and long presence at the hotel even at ungodly hours made for the most conducive and brilliant convention experience that many of us ever had. All issues were addressed and resolved by Mr. Uchegbu Sams and his staff. Mr. Uchegbu Sams, a grateful WOPC is in your debt and we want you to know that, Sir. Thank you. 
7. The Congress is grateful to Ambassador Dr. Kemafor Nonyerem Chikwe for braving the limits of human endurance to honor our invitation as the keynote speaker. The Ambassador’s frenetic schedule in the week before the Convention almost precluded her presence, she said. Almost everybody in the audience has heard of Ambassador Chikwe but never really has met her. By honoring our invitation, she not only kept faith with her people but gave them the opportunity of getting to know her. She laid to rest any misgivings or misconceptions about her. Amb. Chikwe started her ruminations with the song ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’ and later explained why she chose this song. It was only the grace of God, she said, that made it possible for her to attend the Convention. The Ambassador sang two more songs, a moving rendition of (Nmiri nworie – nmiri nworie nyem nwam – which typifies the general attitude of the Owerre man, she said, when he is in high spirit and feeling cherry, and Oji mu eme onu, ihe ri kwa agi, akokwa lam, eshi anyi ga ahu, ihe mji eme na oji, ako kwa lam) to acknowledge and appreciate her people’s love and recognition of her, which further endeared her to conventioneers. Without a doubt, Amb. Dr. Kemafor Nonyerem Chikwe is a true Owerre original. She showed without a doubt that she can also carry a tune. The ambassador displayed total knowledge and grasp of the issues facing Nde Owerre today and suggested ways of going about achieving them. In a nutshell, she is of the view that the Ohakim administration has done a good job for Nde~Owerre and the people of Imo State and that they deserve our support. A fuller discussion of her assessment of the state of Imo State and Nde~Owerre will be provided in works to be published later. WOPC is in your debt and we just wanted you to know it. Madam Ambassador, from all of us, members of the WOPC family, ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’ to Nde~Owerre - Bravo! Bravo!
8. WOPC is extremely grateful to Mr. Uzoma Henry Onyekuru and his wife, Mrs. Grace Onyekuru and their son for honoring our invitation to attend and Chair the 2010 Convention. In doing so, Mr. Onyekuru (former Executive Director of the Nigeria Stock Exchange, and current Chairman/Chief Executive Officer of KSL Group of Companies in Lagos) made extraordinary sacrifices in time and personal treasure, for which, we are especially grateful. We acknowledge his donation, generous spirit, motivational speech and admonitions to members of the WOPC. Mr. Onyekuru stressed the importance of order, discipline, and respect for each other, and especially for our elders regardless of one’s individual achievements or position in society. Mr. Onyekuru lived what he preached by being sufficiently deferential to Ambassador Chikwe and Dr. Phyllis Okereke whom he said were his teachers when he was growing up. Chairman Onyekuru delicately and skillfully navigated the treacherous terrain of Imo politics which visited the Convention and diffused what would have otherwise been a showdown between Imo political heavyweights in the persons of Senator Ifeanyi Ararume, Ambassador Kemafor Chikwe, and Governor Ikedi Ohakim’s personal representatives that were in attendance at the Convention. The situation without a doubt could have easily degenerated into a ‘free for all’ fight but for the artful skills of the Chairman. Mr. Chairman, a grateful WOPC is in your debt. We now know with certainty that with you as wind, beneath our wings, we will triumph against all odds. Thank you, Sir.   
9. The Congress will be derelict if we did not recognize the presence of Senator Ifeanyi Ararume who came to this year’s convention and shared his views on the state of Imo State. Senator Ararume gave Nde~Owerre an unvarnished contrarian assessment of the state of Imo State which many in the audience related to. Senator Ararume’s assessment mirrored those of Captain Ihenacho at the 2009 Cleveland Convention. In summary, he said, Imo State is in worst off shape today than it has ever been. Not only did the Senator’s presence give enormous standing to the WOPC, it elevated the discussion and cemented the reputation of the WOPC as a forum where civil and healthy debate can flourish. The World Owerri People’s Congress is delighted that the Senator was able to join us. Thank you Sir, for coming.  
10. WOPC expresses her deep appreciation and warm affection for the following special guests, distinguished and performing individuals who contributed significantly to the outstanding success of the 2010 WOPC Convention experience. For many of these individuals, it was personally obligatory for them to attend the Houston Convention and for that we are as equally, indebted to them, as we are to the others that are mentioned above.
· Mr. Ethelbert Okere – Special Adviser to the Imo State Governor on Public Enlightenment and Documentary,

· Dr. Kevin Adotama – Adviser on International Trade & Imo State Trade Representative in the United States,
· Mrs. Roseleen Kechi Mba-Kalu – The World Bank’s Country Officer for Djibouti, Egypt & Yemen, Middle East and North Africa Region,  

· Dr. Okereke, Phyllis C, MD – Brownsville, Texas, 
· Dr. Jachimike Adiele – Former Chairman of Owerri Municipal Council who flew in from Nigeria to be with us,
· Ms. Ngozi Abakporo – the magnificent benefactor – who flew in from Nigeria to be with us and for her unrivaled philanthropy,
· Mr. Benard Anyanwu – Chairman and CEO of Chris Ben Group – Lagos,
· Mr. Simeon Ogu – Banker – Asaba, Nigeria,
· Chief James Ikechukwu Amadi – the benevolent man – that gave much of his treasures so that Owerre would be better,
· Chief Maxwell Uzoegwu – WOPC Pioneer Member for his generosity, 
· Dr. John Anukem, aka, Dr. JJC for two nights of brilliant performances,
· Ms. Victoria Mbata for stepping up to the plate when the situation seemed hopeless and coordinated the children’s activities,
· King Solarman – the Bongo Man – for live entertainment,

· Mr. Kelechi Hans Orji – aka, Kelly Handsome – for live entertainment,

· Master Wisdom Uchegbu – Trumpeter – US National Anthem,

· Ms. Ifeoma Nzeocha – Singer – Nigerian National Anthem, 
· Chief Lois Obiyo for her natural an instinctive organizing and leadership skills,

· Mr. Damian & Barrister Kate Ohale, the WOPC Assistant General Secretary and his wife for their support and encouragement of myself and the WOPC President, 

· Ms. Chioma Ogueri, WOPC Public Relations Officer, for her stellar work in producing and lunching the WOPC Quarterly Newsletter – Ekwe Umu~Owerre,

· Mr. Chinedu Nwosu, Vice Chairman of the WOPC Board of Directors for his leadership and support of the Sugarland Chapter throughout the convention exercise,

· Mrs. Barbara Njemanze, WOPC Vice President, for superb effort in mid-wiving and putting together the WOPC Business Forum,
· Dr. Mrs. Rosalind Abara for her sacrifices in time and personal treasures and for innovating the WOPC ‘Dollars for Scholars’ program,

· Mr. Maurice Ezuruike for excellent work in moderating the WOPC Business Forum and;

· Nzuko Umu~Owerri – Dallas/Forth Worth and their President, Mr. Joseph Ike, for their exemplary leadership of the Congress that culminated in the special recognition bestowed on them by the President of WOPC.  
11. By the unanimous consent of the general assembly and in consonance with the requirements of the WOPC Constitution, Mr. Austin Oparaji, was officially elected to the position of Assistant Financial Secretary, a position he held in the last year on an interim basis in appointive capacity. 
12. The President, Mr. Edmund Abkporo, outlined his administration’s initiatives to the Congress. The centerpieces of the administration’s initiatives are the development of a Convention and Visitor’s Center at Owerri, improving the healthcare needs of our people, implementation of the ‘dollars for scholars’ program to mitigate the needs in the education sector and harnessing the talents of our young people by encouraging and developing their God given talents in the areas of entertainment and sports.  
13. The PRO, Ms. Chioma Ogueri, aided by Ambassador Dr. Chikwe, Mr. Uzoma Onyekuru, and Mrs. Roseleen Mba-Kalu, flagged off Ekwe Umu~Owerre, the premier mouthpiece for the Quarterly dissemination of news and information to nde~Owerre. 
14. The Vice President, Mrs. Barbara Njemanze and Dr. Maurice Ezuruike, organized the impressive Business Forum which brought together business interests from Imo State and the US. The Business Forum dealt with topics such as Solar Energy which is the power from the Sun that reaches the earth. It was explained that using photovoltaic cells made from silicon alloys, sunlight can be converted into other forms of energy such as heat and electricity. Steam generators using thermal collectors to heat a fluid, such as water, sometimes convert higher amounts of solar energy into electricity. There was an impressive demonstration of this process to the delight of participants. The WOPC Business Forum also heard a presentation from an insurance group on the need and advantages of having a group insurance for WOPC members. 
15. As is customary with the Congress, the WOPC Women’s Forum once again met and discussed ways and means of improving the lots of our families. Ideas and best practices were shared and exchanged. Mumanu~Igbo, a signature program designed to teach our youths, their parent’s native language was encouraged and promoted with the initiation of a contest for the different age groups. The goal is to ensure that Okwu~Owerre does not become extinct but lives on. Awards and Certificates were given to the children who showed the greatest promise in this area of endeavor.    
16. The WOPC is delighted that this year’s convention was without bitterness, acrimony or rancor. We wish to commend the grit and special efforts of Mrs. Roseleen Kechi Mba-Kalu and Mr. Joseph Ike who made sure to contain the enthusiasm or excitement of some of our folks in the audience. Thank you.
17. We acknowledge the concerns expressed by some of our visiting brothers and sisters about the need for a united WOPC. This need is of paramount importance to the leadership and we are committed to reaching out to all our brothers and sisters where ever they may be. 
18. It is the hope and desire of the WOPC leadership that overtime, the wounds of battle would heal, and the hurts felt by some will dissipate, and nde~Owerre everywhere shall once again jubilee and unite in pursuit of our common and manifest destiny. 
                  Martin Ajaero

      WOPC General Secretary                                                             
